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[July ' tion can never be reached. The animal body is something more than a mere wondrous machine, consisting-of visible parts and organs, whose actions, although silent, are ever active with incessant play ; these actions we may, indeed, examine and investigate, tracing-their effects, concatenations, and the influences which promote or disturb them ; but beyond this we cannot go : we see, for example, that a muscle moves when its nerves are irritated, or when the messages of the will are sent along them; hut who can tell what is the nature of the changes which take place in the state of the nerves at the time ? Now, if we are so ignorant of the mysteries of a healthy function, surely we cannot be surprised that the " primum mobile' of its morbid or abnormal phenomena should be hidden from our ken.
These few remarks, although trite and common-place, are worthy of all attention whenever we are engaged in any enquiries relative to the nervous system, and more especially in our attempts to elucidate the etiology those diseases which arise from disturbances of that system. 
